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As you know, the vernal District'0ffice nl, no gur.ur'iuw Enforcement
personnel. Therefore, I am askin! 1lor.rr-ass'istance in making delivery of a
Ietter of noncompliance in a surface mangement matter (see ittached iile).
Mr. LaStella is the operator of record on the Sno-Ben #2 placer mining claim.
He has conducted ssne mechanized equipnent wor* outside of the project area as
contained in a notice and has apparently abandoned the operatiohs under
nct,i;e. This abandonment has'left, nearly 5 acres uni'ec'liiimed, C iesi pi'i,s
open, and an unsightly house trailer on the site.

The attached letter is a supplement to the undelivered letters of 3130190 and
4/30/90. The Post Master at Spanish For* indicated he could onty give out Mr.
LaStella's hqne address if this were an enforcement matter.

If ygu have any questions, please contact Richard t,|ilson or Peter Sokolosky at
789-',1362.

Attachments
I etter

GC.ttal.2
M.r. t9t4



United States Department of the Interior
BUREATI OF LAND I\{AN.,\GEME\T

VERNAL DISTRIC'T OFFICE
I70 SOUTH 5OO EAS-I
VERNAI-. LrT.r\H 8{078

AUB e lsso

DECISION
Joseph LaStell a
P.0. Box 570
Spanish Fork, Utah 84660

Notice of NoncomPl iance

0n 4/23/90 a certified letter (attached) to your Yernal address of record uas

retui^neA to the Vernal District 0fflce. 0n 5123190 a second certified letter
(attached) to your post office box in Spanish Forkr las returned as

undelivered. iour failure to conply wiin tne provisions of a 1/2190 certified
i.ii"r 0 777 179 460), your appai'ent abandorunent of operations on the Sno-Ben

*i piacir mining claim, ind re?irsal to receive furtier correspondence from

thii office has'forced me to hand over delivery of this notlce of
noncompl iance by BLM Law Enforcement personnel.

Back ground:

0n July 17,1989, you submitted to tJris office a notice to conduct
operations on Sn6--gen #2 Placer Mining Claim held by Leo Snow, et al . .A
tiw aays laier-Auring in office visit-you indlcated you would come back

in and amend the notice to show a reconfiguration of the area you

planned to disturb.

0n July 28,1989, during a field inspection of tlre area by James Y.

iiani,'petir K. Sokolos[y, and Richaid S. l{ilson, you again indicated
you w6ulO come in and anlna your notice relative to rneconfiguration of
ine aisturbed area. Further, you said you were responsible for
excavating the eight new test -pits 

on Sno-Ben #1 and #2, and that you

would ameid your notice to include these new disturbances.

A field check of tjre area by Richard S. blilson on 2/16/90 indicated that
you had noi-aon. any of the-reclamation or removed ygur trai'ler house as

was requested in oui letter to you on 1./2/90 which allowed you. until
iTiStiO to Ao so. Further, as 

-of the date of thls notice, we have not
received an amended notice to cover the reconfiguration of the distur-
bances connected witJr the Sno-Ben #2 operational area or have we h9d any

word from you whatsoever either in perion, by telephone, or by mail'
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: Sno-Ben #2
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Conclusions and 0rders:

Relative to the Sno-Ben #2 operatlona'l area you, after repeated requests, have
not submitted an amended notlce or reclaimed the area and are ln vlolatlon of
43 CFR 3809.1-3(c)(3)(d)(3)(4)(fv). You have also falled to notlfy the Vernal
Dlstrict Office of the change ln your address as per 43 CFR 3809.1-3(c)(l).

It ls hereby ordered that you reclaim all the disturbed areas wlthln your
Sno-Ben #2 prciect area, includlng filling ln any excavated areas,
recontouring to resemble tJre orlginal shape of the terrain, spreadlng stored
topsoil tircughout these areas and reseedlng. You are ordered to do tJle same

for all your disturbances, lncludlng the elght test plts you dug, outslde your
project area. Your traller house which is outslde of your proJect area must
a'lso be removed.

The following a!^e recommended seed types and quantit'ies (pounds per acre) for
a brcadcast method of distribution in this area. For drlll seedlng, use
one-half the indicated amount.

For areas above 4840 feet elevation:

Four l{ing Sa1tbush
Needle and Thread Grass
Sand Drop Seed
GI obe ilal I ow

2 lbs.
2 lbs.
2 lbs.
I lb.

fT6il/acre

For areas below 4840 feet elevation:

l{estern }lheatgrass
Sa'ltgrass

7-Tbt/acre

You have thirty (30) dEys frqn receipt of this notlce to remove the house
trailer and alI miscellaneous material and to initlate the reclamatlon of
disturbances. You will have an additional thirty (30) dqys from ccrnnencement
of reclamation to complete surface reshaping and spreading of stockpiled
topsoil with seeding to be conducted between l0/l/90 and 11/20190, before the
ground freezes. The area will be monitored by BLM personnel. .You are to
notify Richard S. }lilson, at 789-1352, prior to beglnning seedlng.

If you fail to canply with the above order, you will have established a record
of noncornpliance (49 Cfn 3809.3-2(c)) and may be enjoined by an appropriate
court order from continuing operation and be liable for damages.

When an operator has establ ished a record of noncompl iance, the authorized
officer may require an operator to submit an approved plan of operations for
subsequent actions that yould othervise be conducted under a notice and
require a mandatory bond to be executed by the operator prior to any
subsequent operations (43 CFR 3809.3-2(e) ).

4 lbs.
3 lbs.



You have the rlght to appeal to the Utah State Dlrector, Bureau.of Land
lrlanagement, ln iccordanbi wltjr 43 CFR 3809.4. If you.exerclse thf s rlght,.
your appeai, accompanled by a statement of reasons an4 any_argunents you wlsh.
io preiint,-rhlch irould Juittty reversal or rnodlflcatlon of tlte declslon, nust
ne fiteO ln writing at ttris oflice wlthln 30 days after the date of thls
declslon. Thls deilslon wlll remafn ln effect durlng appeal unless a wrltten
request for a stay is granted.

;erely, ,n
>Se ffi/-

Davld E. Llttle
Di strict lilanager

Enclosure
Certified letter of 3/30/90
Certified letter of 4/30190

cc: Utah State 0fflce, U-920
Lowell Braxton, DOGl.l

Leo Snow


